contributed to my moderate success in lire. At tiie meetings of one of these societies I frequently had, as an adversary, John Gale Jones. At those of another, to which Mr. Rutt introduced me, and which was presided over by Belsham, I formed a lifelong friendship with Mr. Anthony Robinson, whose powers of conversation were far greater than those of any other of my acquaintance.
1797. THE SEKVILE YEAR.
I have spent several days in deciphering a short-hand journal, and looking over a collection of letters belonging to this year; an employment that must have humiliated me, if after half a century it were possible to have a strong sense of personal identity. Thus much I must say, that if " the child " (in this instance the youth) be " father of the man," I must plead guilty to the impiety of despising my parent.
How long I should have gone on in my mechanical work there is no guessing, had not an accident relieved me.
There came to the office one day a clerk who was going to leave his situation at Mr. Hoper's (Boyle Street, Saville Eow), and he advised me to apply for it, which I did, and was accepted as a conveyancing clerk at a guinea a week. I went on the 5th of April. At the end of three weeks, however, my employer told me he should no longer need my services, but had recommended me to a better place than his. This was in the office of Mr. Joseph Hill, of Saville Row, with whom I remained from the 28th of April till my uncle's death at the close of the year. Mr. Hill's name appears in the Life of Gowper, whose particular friend he was. He had no general law practice, but was steward to several noblemen. All I had to do was to copy letters, make schedules of deeds, and keep accounts. My service was light but by no means favorable to my advancement in legal knowledge. I attended from half past nine or ten till five, and had therefore leisure for reading. The -treatment I received was land, though I was kept at a distance. Mr. Hill seemed to have an interest in my welfare, and gave me good counsel. He had a country-house at War-grave, on the Thames, and was frequently absent for weeks together in the summer. When he was in London he sent me very nice meat luncheons, which usually served me for dinner. On the whole I was not at all uncomfortable, andch I dorivocl little profit, and partly to attending dobating Boctotiai, whioli af-mo praotioo in public spoaking, and thus materiallyfore Parliament November 6 and November 10, 1796.
